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Historical Wuri Police Station
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The Historical Review.

The Wuri Police Substation was established by the Government-General of Taiwan during the
period of Japanese rule. Back then the Japanese government set up police stations mostly in
settlements or administrative centers of regions with high population densities and jurisdic-
tions which were relatively easy to control by the police. With this kind of background, the two
administrative agencies, namely the Wuri Township Office and the Wuri Police Station, were
established around 1920 (the 9th year of the Taisho Era). '
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Charm of Architecture
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The Charm of Architecture

The Wuri Police Substation is a one-story building with a symmetrical front facade. The central
entrance area is a protruding brick structure that features a canopy and gable with a wave
pattern, which gives it a distinctive look. The floor plan of the building is shaped like a straight
line, which was the customary style for police agencies with offices and dorm areas during-the
period of Japanese rule. The spatial layout of the building is symmetrical around a central axis.
The central brick structure served as the public office area with adjacent dorm areas made of
wood for employees to the notth and south. The Japanese-style architectural design has been
fully preserved. The building served as a police station during the period of Japanese rule and the
initial postwar period. It was only after the Wuri Police Precinct was established that the building
was converted into a police dormitory. On March 15, 2013, it was officially registered as a histori-
cal building by the Taichung City Government, and the Restoration and Re-use Plan was
completed in November of the next year. Another restoration project was initiated in April 2019
and completed in August 2020.

Located on Sanmin Street, Wuri District in Taichung City, the former Wuri Township Office and
Wouri Police Substation are separated by Yichun Street. They were the two administrative centers
of Wuri area during the late period of Japanese rule and bear witness to the unique characteris-
tics of government offices, dorms, and districts throughout the history of Wuri District. Both
buildings carry profound historical and cultural value and showcase the unique regional features
of this area.
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