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YANG’S MANSION IN SHEKOU OF QINGSHUI
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The Yang Family's ancestral root can be traced back to Tongan County of Quanzhou Prefecture of

Fujian Province, The family moved to Taiwan during the reign of Qianlong Emperor. When the family’s
forefathers arrived in Qingshud, they Arst sertled their home in Shekou, and expanded toward Xishi
afterwards, In 1827 {the Tth year of Daoguang Emperor Daoguana), the Yang kinsmen divided up the
family properry as the second and third wives of the parriarch returned o Shekon and sertled there.

Since its setelement in Taiwan during the Qing Dynasty, the Yang Family endeavored w open up more
arable land, while pursuing commercial intereses, The Yana's grew to be a powerful fomily with
suflicient sway in central Taiwan during the reigns of Daoguang and Xionfeng Emperors (1821-1861).

g

The Yang's continued to thrive, and became a prominent family in Qingshui area during Japanese
colonial era. thanks to their pioncering effore and sceadily growing inheritance amassed during the Qing
Drynasty, The family also produced an impressive number of wlents wheo made significant contributions
o community development and the democratization process of Taiwan. During an era in which the
lapanese residents invariably enjoyed higher social stats than their Taiwancse counterpares, Yang
Shao-quan. Yang Ji-zhen and Yang li-quan managed ro hold key public offices: among which was Yang
Zhao-jia, who is widely recognized os a pioneer of Taiwan autonomy, and a key figure in modern Taiwan
Thistory.

i

The Yang Fomily in the postwor era a o jal force of ic and political

development in the governmenc. For instance, Yang Ji-xion served as the first publicly-elected mayor of
Taichung: Yang Zhao-jia was elected the head of the Department of Civil Affairs of the Tabwan
Provinewal Gevernment; Yong Ji-quan was appointed the vice minister of the Minsry of Eoonomic
Affairs under the Executive Yuan, overseeing agriculural and fishery economies. In other words, the
carcer experiences and contribution of the Yang family members constiture o panoramic evolution of
modern Taiwan history.

The Yang Family Residence in Shekou used to be o cluster of three Sanhevuan's {a three-sided residence
resembling an inverted U shape). The residence in the north was demolished in 2000, The extant central
structure was built in the 11th year of Guangxu Emperor (1B83). The southern residence was buile
sometime between the reign of Tongzhi Emperor and the %th vear of Emperor Guangxuo (1862-1883). 1t
was added an “Orchid Room” during the Taisho era of the Japanese colonial period (1912-1925), In the
10th vear of Showa (1935) and in 1999, the structure sustained considerable earthguake damages and had

undergone renovation.
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